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Description of the education system in Finland

The Finnish education system comprises basic education, general and vocational upper secondary education, higher education and adult education. The basic education consists of a 9-year compulsory education from 7 to 16 years of age.

Post-compulsory education is provided at general and vocational upper secondary schools and other educational institutions. The general upper secondary school entails a 3-year general education curriculum which leads to the national Matriculation examination (Finnish ylioppilastutkinto/ Swedish studentexamen). Vocational upper secondary schools provide 3-year study programmes which lead to vocational qualifications (ammatillinen perustutkinto/ yrkesinriktad grundexamen). 
Vocational adult education and training consists of vocational (ammatillinen perustutkinto/ yrkesinriktad grundexamen), further vocational (ammattitutkinto/ yrkesexamina) and specialist vocational (erikoisammattitutkinto/ specialyrkesexamina) qualifications. In the adult education these qualifications are taken as competence-based qualifications. 
Vocational adult education and training
Qualifications in vocational adult education and training consists of vocational, further vocational and special vocational qualifications that are taken as competence-based qualifications. In competence tests adults may demonstrate their vocational skills independent of how and where they have acquired the skills. There are no formal requirements for participation in competence tests, but most candidates choose to participate in preparatory training to complement their existing vocational skills. All candidates are provided with individual study plans.

Competence-based qualifications include vocational qualifications (ammatillinen perustutkinto/ yrkesinriktad grundexamen), further vocational (ammattitutkinto/ yrkesexamina) and specialist vocational (erikoisammattitutkinto/ specialyrkesexamina) qualifications. The vocational qualifications fully correspond to the qualifications taken in institution-based vocational upper secondary education and training. Further vocational qualifications demonstrate the vocational skills required of skilled workers in the field. Specialist vocational qualifications attest a command of the most demanding tasks in the field.

Vocational qualifications completed in the form of competence-based qualifications, further vocational  and specialist vocational qualifications as well as the preparatory training for competence-based qualifications are governed by the Vocational Adult Education Act (631/1998) and the Decree on Vocational Adult Education (812/1998).

The Ministry of Education decides on the vocational qualifications framework which is revised annually on the basis of changes in work life and feedback from the representatives of the labour market. The Finnish National Board of Education decides on the qualification requirements that determine the objectives, qualification modules, the required vocational skills, and assessment criteria of competence-based qualifications. The qualifications requirements are dealt with by National Education and Training Committees which are expert bodies established under the Ministry of Education to advice in the planning and development of vocational education and training. The Finnish National Board of Education nominates a Qualification Committee for each competence-based qualification. The Qualification Committees include representatives of employers, employees, teachers and, if necessary, self-employed people in the field. They supervise and oversee the arrangement of competence-based qualifications and issue certificates.

At present the vocational qualifications framework includes a total of 357 vocational qualifications (52 of them vocational qualifications, 187 further vocational and 118 specialist vocational qualifications). Competence-based qualifications are arranged in eh following fields: humanities and education; culture; social sciences; business and administration; natural sciences; technology, communications and transport; natural resources and the environment; social services, health and sports; tourism, catering and domestic services; and other education (as of January 1, 2005).
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